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From Katie and Ginny: 
•TCRDM car stickers for $5.00 for all   
our proud members 
•No swimming after dark until we 
get the pool light repaired 
•Court washings on Wednesdays at 
11:30am 
•Thank you members for donating 
clothes & money to the fire victims of 
Paradise ( give yourselves kudos for 
that) 
•Club office will be closed Dec. 24 & 
Dec. 25 
•Happy Holidays from your team in 
the office!

NEWSLETTER          DECEMBER 2018

Tennis Club of  Rio del Mar

TCRDM Member Referral Program 
Do you know what we like to do? Give away money!  
That’s definitely true, but we ask for just a little 
something in return.  Do you have a friend, neighbor, 
co-worker or family member that you think would enjoy 
a Club membership?  Well, now is the time to invite 
them to join because you will get a FREE MONTH OF 
DUES.  There is an application to complete and a few 
simple steps required to get the process started. So, 
call, email or just stop by the office and the staff will 
give you everything needed to get started. 

WE’RE PAYING BIG TIME!

Jen Carlson shared a photo of  her beautiful 

granddaughters: Harper, Cammie, and  

6 week old Emilia!

Rio Pro Paul Zaretsky in his  
shorty shorts in 1988!  

SEE and READ more on page 4!



BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
Don Peattie, President

Scott Taylor, Vice-President
Tami Harrington, Treasurer

Rob Gaskill, Recording Secretary
Lauren Granlund, Corporate Secretary

Scott Christie
Vern Hart

Becky Herry
Neal Woods

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
BOARD MEETINGS 

4th Thursday of the month, 6:30pm. 
Located in the Club Lounge 

Meetings are fun and informative. 
Please attend! NOTE: no meeting in 

December 

FRIDAY SOCIAL FUN NIGHTS 
1st Friday of the month, 6:00pm. 
Enjoy a potluck, tennis, games 

pickleball, ping-pong,  
cornhole, and more! Guests FREE! 

PICKLEBALL & POTLUCK 
3rd Sunday of the month, 4pm 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:  
Membership: Laurie Glynn 
Finance: Tami Harrington
Club Usage: Co-Chairs 

Becky Herry & Ginny Taylor
Building & Grounds / Beautification: Scott Taylor

Personnel: Don Peattie
USTA: John Stephani

Fun: Ginny Taylor
Newsletter: Laurie Glynn

All members are welcome and encouraged to join a 
committee. Please call the office to join.

OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 9-2 & 4-7 | Sat & Sun 10-3 

OFFICE PHONE:  
831-688-1144 

OFFICE EMAIL: 
riotennisclub@gmail.com 

BOARD EMAIL:  
tcrdm.board@gmail.com 

COURT RESERVATIONS:  
www.riodelmar.topdoglive.com 

CLUB PRO PAUL ZARETSKY: 
paul@paulzaretsky.com 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
tcrdmnewsletter@gmail.com

Be sure to bookmark: 
www.riotennis.net

STAY CONNECTED!
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Suzanne and Chris were 
married on Sept 23 at 
Flora Vista Inn in La Selva 
Beach. Several Rio Del 
Mar tennis members 
played tennis on the Clay 
courts in the morning and 
the “Federer forehand” 
signature cocktail was 
quite a hit.

Rio members Doug 
and Tami Harrington 
welcomed their new 
son-in-law to the 
family on October 28 
at Seascape golf 
club. Tara and Isaac 
said “I Do” on the 
10th tee box with 
perfect weather and 
couldnʼt be happier. 
And some Rio peeps 
enjoyed the photo 
booth!



                                                     Paul Zaretsky
                                                                        USPTA Elite Professional 

                                                    My Life in Tennis 
My introduction to tennis came when I was about 9 or 10 years old at Crestwood Country Club in Rehobeth 
Massachusetts. During the 70’s and early 80’s tennis underwent a massive explosion in popularity and my 
parents took up the sport along with millions of other Americans. My two older sisters and I started taking 
lessons during the summer in the mid 70’s and while they only kept it up for a couple of seasons, I really took 
to the sport and within a year or two was playing several times a week with friends while continuing with 
lessons. 

As my skills developed I started entering some local and regional tournaments and by the time I was 14 or 15 
had attained a ranking in the top 50 in New England. I joined my high school team in Seekonk, MA as a 
freshman and ended up playing first singles from my 
sophomore to senior year earning all-state status. 

In the fall of ’83 I began attending the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst and joined the men’s tennis 
team. Our division 1 team played in the Atlantic 10 
Conference and while we were a non-scholarship 
team, we were competitive with all the schools in our 
conference and I was happy to contribute to the 
team’s success in both singles and doubles all 4 years 
I was there. 

Towards the end of my freshman year in ’84 one of my former instructors, Don Henson, offered me a summer 
job as a camp counselor at the Chase Golf and Tennis Camp in Bethlehem, New Hampshire and the seeds of 
my teaching career were planted. The camp had 30 red clay courts and a diverse range of kids attending from 
multiple countries. It was a fantastic experience and in retrospect I think the counselors probably had as much 
fun than the campers that summer. 

Upon graduating from UMass with a BA in psychology in the spring of ’87, I was offered another summer 
position as the assistant pro at the International Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport RI. I jumped at the chance to 
teach on the grass courts of the prestigious club, which also hosts a men’s pro tournament the week following 
Wimbledon. There I taught both private and group lessons for adults and juniors and organized the ball kids 
during the tournament. 

I enjoyed the summer experiences I had so much I decided to continue exploring tennis instruction as a career 
path. In the fall of ’87 I took a position at Tennis Rhode Island in Warwick. The club had a well-established 
junior program and during my short time there I worked with several students who ended up playing college 
tennis as well as Jill Craybas who, several years later, won the NCAA women’s singles title for the University 
of Florida and had a long career on the WTA tour.



I taught at Tennis RI for about 6 months before another opportunity opened up to teach at the Longfellow 
Tennis Club in Wayland MA just outside of Boston. Boasting one of the largest and most well respected 
junior programs in New England I couldn’t pass it up. At the time there were about 10 full-time instructors 
teaching at Longfellow and its partner facility, the Natick Racket Club (under the same ownership). The 
junior program produced numerous nationally ranked players and several touring pros. 

Being young and impulsive I decided I wanted to see what life on the other coast was like and in the fall of 
’88 left my job at Longfellow, packed up the hatchback and moved to Southern California. I had no job 
secured, no place to live, very little savings, and only knew one person in California at the time...my former 
coach Don Henson who had moved out a couple of years earlier. He must have felt sorry for me since he 
ended up offering me a part time position teaching at Murrieta Hot Springs Resort and Spa about an hour 
north of San Diego where he was the director. 

During my first year at Murrieta I trained for and passed the United States Professional Tennis Association 
(USPTA) certification exam and became a bona fide pro. During the next couple of years I assisted with 
administering the exam and eventually became a certification tester myself which I continue with today. After 
a year or so Don left for another position and the Resort hired another east coast pro, Michael Zausner from 
New York to partner with me as co-directors of tennis. Together we developed a successful local membership 
club and junior program while also servicing resort guests. 

The Resort business was struggling financially at the time and ended up filing for bankruptcy. For the next 
several years Michael and I leased the tennis complex and continued to run the local membership club. We 
kept it going till 1995 when the Resort was purchased by Calvary Chapel of Costa Mesa and they converted 
the property into the bible college it remains today. 

This change of ownership left Michael and me jobless and also homeless since we were both living on the 
resort property at the time. He decided to move back to NY and I opted to test my patented “move first and 
find employment later” strategy and came to Santa Cruz. I had visited the area several times and fell in love 
with it so I kept my fingers crossed that I could land a teaching position at one of the local clubs. As luck 
would have it my “strategy” worked out as TCRDM 
was in the process of hiring a new head pro and after 
a couple of interviews I was hired in the fall of ’95. 
The rest, they say, is history. 

I stay in touch with my mentor Don and former 
partner Michael to this day and just received my 30-
year service award from the USPTA. 

See you on the courts!!! 

Paul can be reached at: TCRDM 831-688-1144  
Email paul@paulzaretsky.com
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THANK YOU JAN AND LAUREN GRANLUND FOR SHARING MORE CLUB HISTORY
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40+ 6.0 Mixed team captained by  
Tami Harrington is going to sectionals 

(March 1-3).  This will be the 6th 
straight appearance by a  

Rio 18+/40+ 6.0 mixed team. 

Gay Finch at USTA Intersectionals in Phoenix. 
NorCal 75 came in 3rd place by 3 games.

55+7.0 Men captained by Doug Harrington AND  
55+8.0 Women captained by Jan Baines  

enjoyed SECTIONALS together! Way to go Rio!



USTA TEAMS STARTING SOON! 
Interested in playing? Sign up now or feel free to contact the specific captain or the office 
with questions.   

We welcome all Club members to sign up for a team at their designated level. Haven’t 
picked up a racket in a while? Nervous about getting back in to tennis?  Now is the time – 
our goal is to create a strong tennis community where all members feel welcome. We hope 
to see some new faces.  

A Few Reminders for Captains and Players: 
- Please clean lounge after home matches. 

- Empty garbage and recycling bags if 1/3 full. 

- Last team brings in cushions, checks floor, starts dishwasher, locks door.  

- PLEASE TAKE ALL ALCOHOL HOME AFTER MATCH.  (NO ALCOHOL LEFT IN  
REFRIGERATOR AT END OF DAY) 

- Parking: Captains should notify their opponents of limited parking and ask them to carpool. Also, pay 
attention to parking signage and respect parking area for our townhouse neighbors. 

Please refrain from using our parking lot as a carpooling point for away matches when home matches are 
held. 

-Please help ensure your USTA guests sign in and complete the waiver.



Did you know that TCRDM has a beautiful website? Let https://riotennis.net be your one-stop 
shop for all club related information. Utilize the direct links to Top Dog for court reservations 
or our Club Facebook page.  Meet our team, check out both current and historical newsletters, 
get contact information, learn about the many tennis programs available, as well as how to 
become a member.  

And now……. A “Member’s Only” page. The membership rules and by-laws are currently 
uploaded. But, be on the lookout for further information in this section. This portion of  the 
website is password protected, so call or email the office for the current password.

Visit the Website

https://riotennis.net
https://riotennis.net


ANNUAL 
HALLOWEEN 

FUN!

New Members 
Dana Cramblet 

Wendy Adrian and Lynne Johnson 

Jeff  Young 

Rebecca and Steve Hambright 

Catherine Segurson



The Harringtons make this tortellini soup every Christmas Eve.

CELEBRATING 

THE  

HOLIDAYS

Gay and Bill Finch  
Christmas in the Park

Susan Rettig,  
daughter 

Graceann, 
and pup getting 

cozy for the holidays!

Owen, Marcia, and niece, Brittney



Marcia Hand shared: We were at Oglebay Resort in West VA 
for our annual family Thanksgiving/Christmas get together.  
This was the first year that we all were there.  26 of us. We 
all celebrated Thanksgiving at 2:00 on Thursday and the 
family Christmas started at 5:00.  We are a determined Irish 
lot about celebrating the holidays together!

Tip a Cup of Wassail this Christmas 
                              by Rob and Dondi Gaskill 

Back in our home state of Michigan, the traditional way to 
thaw out from shoveling the driveway or enduring a 
backwoods snowmobile ride was a quick shot of 
peppermint schnapps followed by a cup of brandy-laced 
wassail.  Mmmm… so good… and a kettle or crockpot of 
this elixir filled the house with the scent of Christmas.   All 
of our Michigan friends seemed to have their own special 
wassail recipes.  Here’s ours: 

1 tablespoon whole cloves 

1 tablespoon allspice 

1 teaspoon nutmeg 

5 cinnamon sticks 

1 gallon of apple cider (not juice) 

6 ounces of concentrated orange juice 

6 ounces of concentrated lemon juice 

1 cup of brown sugar 

2 cups of brandy (or better yet, place a bottle of good 
brandy placed next to  your wassail so your guests can 
“lace their own” and your non-drinking friends can enjoy 
an alcohol-free cup).  Cheers! 

Santa visited the Fitts home (Dave, Diana, Ann & 
pup Ellie) in 2013. If any of you knew and remember 
Ken Thomas, a beloved principal and educator at 
many schools in Santa Cruz County, he was also 
an amazing Santa and is greatly missed.

Vern Hart and  
granddaughter Lola!



Coming soon:     

MEMBERSHIP LIST!

The Membership Committee, in conjunction with the office staff, is developing a current 
roster of Club members with their contact information.  The list will contain the member 
name, phone number, email, and if applicable, tennis rating (USTA or equivalent).  The 
purpose of this list is to be able to connect with fellow club members.  Want to find the 
contact information of a family you met at the pool?  Need a fourth for pickleball? 
Recruiting for a team?  Now you will have easy access to our members. 

The Membership List will only be made available to TCRDM Club Members and is 
intended for the sole purpose of conducting Club business or to make social connections. 
It is not to be used for personal business or other non-club related purposes.  If you would 
like your information to be excluded from the Membership List, we’d be happy to 
accommodate that request. Please email riotennisclub@gmail.com to notify the staff.

TONY AND JANET GO TO EGYPT!
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Support for Paradise Fire Victims 

What an amazing community we have!  In November, Laurie Glynn connected with a old 
friend who lives in Chico and who’s husband is a firefighter. Following the Camp Fire, 
this family took in a fellow “firefighter’s” family who had lost everything. And, their story 
was not unique. Many of the firefighters working so hard to contain the fire as well as 
rescue and retrieve victims of the fire, were victims themselves.   

So, what did our tennis and extended Aptos community do? We identified a need and 
got to work gathering donations.  We were specifically asked to target new or gently 
used clothing for women and girls. We also learned that common household items and 
gift cards would be put to good use.  Our men, not to be outdone by the women, 
brought wonderful items as well - knowing that there are men and women in need. 

The donations just kept coming. Laurie and her mom spent the entire day following 
Thanksgiving sorting, organizing, and labeling the donations. Madi Glynn and two of her 
Chico State dorm mates accepted the call to action and delivered an entire truck full 
and two car loads of clothes, sheets/bedding, kitchen items and approximately $800 in 
cash and gift cards. 

The firefighter families have rallied around their community and are putting the 
donations to immediate use. One of the families has set up a “store” in their garage. It is 
well organized with clothes and other needed items. The firefighters families can come 
and “shop” for what they need at no charge.  The gift cards will be distributed to those 
in the greatest need. 

The quality of the donated items was  incredible; I don’t think we can even imagine what 
that kind of devastation is like, but I imagine that there will be some very grateful 
families who will get to start their life anew with our donations. So, thank you!   



THIS QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER BROUGHT TO YOU BY: 
  Newsletter Committee:  

Laurie Glynn, Lynn Miyashita, Ann Fitts, Joe Shelton 
We welcome articles and photos. Please email contributions to: 

tcrdmnewsletter@gmail.com

HOLIDAY TENNIS!
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